
NFCT Trail Update 
Map:  3

Date of Update:  9-15-2014

Location:  Casey Road Portage

Waterbody:  Saranac River

Town:  Black Brook

Lat/Long:  44⁰ 32’ 33.94” N, 73⁰ 52’ 34.23” W

Elevation:  1,358 feet

Overview: The section of the Saranac River north and downstream of Union Falls 

Dam is difficult to navigate if you are not an experienced paddler with Class 2-3 

abilities and/or are 

 in paddle craft that is not designed for whitewater 

 in a fully loaded paddle craft  

This 5.5 mile section of river contains a majority of Class 2 waters under most 

conditions during the paddle season with the exception of two areas which 

contain more difficult waters to navigate: 

Teft Falls: This area is approximately 2.3 miles downstream of the Casey Road 

Access. It is considered to be a Class 4+ drop and typically is littered with debris 

and logs. The landowner owns both sides of the river and does not want people 

trespassing on their land. NY portage law allows for paddlers to access private 

lands to get around obstructions on navigable waters. With this said there is a 

corridor on river right. It is not a maintained corridor or an official part of the 

NFCT, as the NFCT does not maintain a landowner agreement with the 

landowners. If you are using this corridor to get around Teft Falls take the most 

direct route back to the water, do not leave litter, and practice all Leave No Trace 

Principals. 

 



 

The view looking upstream at Teft Falls. 

Silver Ledges: This area is approximately 4.3 miles downstream of the Casey Road 

Access. Under average water conditions this drop is considered Class 3. There is 

not a formal portage around this area. There is typically debris on the riverside 

making lining difficult. This location also has private land on both sides of the 

river, so take care in scouting, lining, or portaging around this section. 

The NFCT is working to develop agreements that will improve the options for 

navigating this area. If you are not prepared for the type of waters you will 

encounter between Casey Road Access and Clayburg we advise using the road 

portage described below. 

 

 



Site Information: Take out at the Casey Road Access (river left). Follow a woods 

trail approximately 1000’ uphill to Casey Road. Take a right on to Casey Road and 

follow Casey Road for approximately 1 mile to Silver Lake Road. When portaging 

on the roadside be sure to look both ways before crossing a road and follow all 

pedestrian rules: 

 Use the side of the road that faces on-coming traffic. 

 When a vehicle is approaching move as far to the left as is practicable. 

Take a left on Silver Lake Road. Follow Silver Lake Road for 3.9 miles and put in to 

the right of the bridge that crosses the mouth of the North Branch of Saranac 

River and leads to Route 3.  

  

The NFCT works to maintain landowner agreements and maintain the access, 

portage, and campsites along the 740-mile trail corridor. Please become a 

member or give to the Trail Fund to keep the Trail alive. 

 

 

http://www.northernforestcanoetrail.org/Join_Renew-2/Become-a-Member_Renew-31
http://www.northernforestcanoetrail.org/Join_Renew-2/Become-a-Member_Renew-31
http://www.northernforestcanoetrail.org/Donate-2/Trail-Fund-32


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Close-up View of NFCT Map 3 



 

 

 

 

Satellite Imagery of the Casey Road Portage  


