
NFCT-Waterway Work Trip 
Raquette Falls Carry (NY) 

 

Introduction: 
This will be our first Waterway Work Trip on the Raquette Falls Carry.  The Raquette Falls Carry 
is a 5,668 foot long carry skirting Raquette Falls.  The carry is contained within the High Peaks 
Wilderness Area and managed by the DEC.  Due to it varied topography, loose soils, and 
abundance of glacial erratics this carry can be a challenging portage for many.  This carry is a 
part of the 90-miler, a three day paddle race that has become an Adirondack tradition.  With 
support from the Adirondack Watershed Alliance and guidance from the NY DEC we are able to 
make this project a possibility. 

 
  

Driving Directions and Meeting Location: 
We will be meeting at Axton Landing.  To get there from Saranac Lake take Route 3 West for 12 

miles.  Take a left on Corey’s Road.  Follow Corey’s Road for 2 miles and take a left on Axton 

Landing Road.  Follow Axton Landing Road for a short distance to the put-in.  Corey’s Road is a 

dirt road and Axton Landing Road can be in rough shape so drive carefully (A vehicle with high 

clearance is recommended).  For a Google Map of the project access, paddle route and camping 

location follow this link: 
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF&msa=0&msid=210883305073462680876.0004bad41b082d4b
56cfd 

 

Camping and Facilities: 
 

This site can be considered primitive camping, although we will have access to a pit privy 

outhouse and running water at the ranger station.  We will establish a kitchen area and have 

portable tables.  We will also have the opportunity to have camp fires.  It is recommended that 

you bring camping gear with you.  If you have any camping gear needs please contact NFCT 

Trail Director, Walter Opuszynski at walter@northernforestcanoetrail.org or by dialing 

(802)496-2285 x2#, we may have what you need for use. 

 

There will be an outhouse available for use.  We will provide anti-bacterial gel and toilet paper, 

please bring all other sanitary items you may need. 

 

Food: 

The cost of this WWT goes towards purchasing food for the NFCT interns and volunteers.  

NFCT interns will prepare meals.  Meals will range from dutch oven pizza to chocolate chip 

pancakes and everything in between.  We will have ample drinking water available as well as a 

variety of powdered drink mixes.  We will also have tea and coffee available. 

 

 

http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF&msa=0&msid=210883305073462680876.0004bad41b082d4b56cfd
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF&msa=0&msid=210883305073462680876.0004bad41b082d4b56cfd
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What to Bring: 
 Personal camping gear (include rain gear, a tent, eating utensils, flashlight, etc.) 

 Work Gloves 

 Water Bottle 

 Paddling Gear (If you are interested in paddling opportunities) 

 

We will provide: 

Tools will be provided, although extra shovels, buckets, or mattocks could be helpful 

Food will be provided by the NFCT (Please notify us of any food preferences/allergies) 

 

Paddling: 
There will be group paddling opportunities weaved into the WWT, as well as time for solo 

pursuits at the end of the day. These will not be guided tours as our NFCT Interns are not trained 

as certified guides although they will have Wilderness First Aid Certification and open/fast water 

paddle skills and rescue training.  We will decide as a group the nature of the group paddling 

opportunities.  The Raquette River has the feel of a backwater river, with a current that can be 

paddled in both directions.  We can work as a group to create different paddles to meet people’s 

abilities and comfort levels.  If you have any paddling needs or questions please contact NFCT 

Trail Director, Walter: walter@northernforestcanoetrail.org  (802)496-2285 x2# 

 

 

WWT Project Description: 
In the 2011 field season we assessed the entire Raquette Falls Carry Trail and identified work 

that can be accomplished to improve the corridor and tread.  We will be focusing on: 

 

Erosion control work: 

 Re-establishing water bars to direct surficial water 

 Ditching 

 

Tread Work: 

 Moving and repositions large rock to make portaging easier  
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Raquette Falls Carry 

Waterway Work Trip Schedule 
 

Friday July 6, 2012 

 

5 PM- We will be meeting at Axton Landing for a group paddle to the campsite.  Stewardship 

Interns will have dinner prepared.  Arrival time is estimated to be around 7 pm if the group leaves 

the landing at 5pm. 

7 PM- Dinner will be prepared around 7:00.  Please inform us if you are planning on attending 

Friday’s dinner so that we are adequately prepared.  Also, make us aware of any food requirements 

you may have. 

8 PM-Feel free to take advantage of all the local paddling opportunities! 

 

Saturday July 7, 2012 

 

8AM-9AM  Breakfast 

9AM-12PM Worksite Projects 

12PM-1PM Lunch 

1PM-3PM Worksite Projects 

3PM-6PM Group Paddle  

6PM-7PM Dinner 

7PM-Evening paddle  

 

Sunday July 8, 2012 

8AM-9AM Breakfast 

9AM-12PM  Worksite Projects 

12PM-1PM  Lunch 

1PM-4PM Pack gear and paddle back to the landing 

 

**Schedule and project descriptions may change.  You will be notified 

as we get closer to the WWT if this happens** 
 
Please fill out and return all Waterway Work Trip Forms at your earliest convenience. 

 

  


