
Trip Description
This 50-plus mile section of the NFCT takes paddlers on a classic 
Maine canoe river trip through the northern half of the Allagash 
Wilderness Waterway. Groups will start at the northern end of 
Umsaskis Lake and travel to Allagash Village, paddling through 
beautiful backcountry environments with well-maintained campsites. 
The Allagash is known for its abundant wildlife viewing opportunities, 
amazing stargazing, and traces of logging history that can still be 
seen. This trip is largely river traveling, with multiple sections of 
quickwater, one Class II rapid, and two portages under 0.3 miles.  
It is recommended to do this trip in late spring or early summer when the 
water level is higher. It is difficult, and at times challenging, to canoe 
past Michaud Farm when water levels are low. Take out at Michaud Farm 
if planning on doing this trip later in the summer. 

TEENS TO THE NORTHERN FOREST CANOE TRAIL
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ALLAGASH RIVER

TRIP AT A GLANCE

� 	 NFCT Map 13: 
	 Allagash Region 		
	 North
� 	 1 river, 2 lakes
� 	 52.2 miles
� 	 2 portages

DAY 1 DAY 2 DAY 3 DAY 4 DAY 5** DAY 6 DAY 7

START  
Day At

The  
Thoroughfare

Jalbert Sweeny 
Brook

Tower  
Trail 

Deadwater 
North

Allagash 
Falls

East Twin 
Brook

END 
Day At

Jalbert Sweeny 
Brook

Tower Trail Deadwater 
North

Allagash 
Falls

East Twin 
Brook

Allagash 
Village

MILEAGE 3 6 9.5 12 6.7 8 7

NOTES Put in on the 
southwest 
side of the 
bridge.

MUST  
portage  
(0.1 mi) 
Long Lake 
Dam. 
Spikes 
underwater 
will damage 
canoes. 

Option to 
hike 2.5 
miles to 
Round Pond 
fire tower.

You can visit 
the remains 
of Lombard 
loghaulers 
at Cunliffe 
Depot 
campsite.  

You can visit 
the remains 
of Lombard 
loghaulers 
at Cunliffe 
Depot 
campsite. 

Your group 
must check 
out of the 
AWW at 
Michaud 
Farm. 
Allagash Falls 
MUST be  
portaged 
(0.25 mi.)  
on river 
right. 
Campsites 
are on the 
portage trail. 

Twin Brook 
Rapids is a 
Class II. 
See note 
below about 
take out. 

Suggested Itinerary

It is recommended to  
do this trip in late spring 
or early summer when 
the water level is higher. 
It is basically impossible 
to canoe past Michaud 
Farm at a river level  
below 300 cfs. Water 
levels lower than 500 cfs 
will result in sandbars  
appearing, which can 
cause paddlers to need  
to get out and drag  
their boats in order  
to continue. 

**	Depending on group needs or time constrictions, there is the opportunity to make this  
	 section shorter by starting or ending at Michaud Farm and then paddling out to Allagash  
	 Village. Doing so would follow the above itinerary for days 5–7. Alternatively, groups can 	
	 take out at Michaud Farm, if wanting to have a shorter trip but start at the Thoroughfare.
Note: A common take out is located on private property, upriver from the Route 161 bridge. 
Deb charges a modest fee for using her driveway to park your car at takeout. The takeout is 
signified by a barn with a black metal roof with two crooked weather vanes. From the river,  
you will be able to see a large yellow traffic sign that points to the gravel driveway and large 
parking lot. If you have arrived at the bridge, you have gone too far. 
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Camping Information
The Allagash Wilderness Waterway has its own set of 
rules, regulations and fees to preserve its wilderness 
characteristics. Groups are limited to 12 people and visitors 
must obtain a permit and pay land use fees before entering 
the waterway. This can be done by stopping at a North Maine 
Woods checkpoint or checking in with an Allagash Wilderness 
Waterway ranger. Camping is allowed only at designated 
sites and campsites are available on a first-come,  
first-served basis. 

More information on campsite fees can be found at: 
Maine Bureau of Parks and Lands Campground Fees 

Northern Forest Canoe Trail: North Maine Woods & Allagash 
Wilderness Waterway Camping Fees

Shuttle Information 
Pelletier’s Campground Website 
(207) 398-3187 
Mobile: (207) 834-6118 
Email: pellcamp@fairpoint.net

•	 Call for shuttle rates 
•	 Campground, transportation rates,  
	 Pelletier Campground, St. Francis, Maine 

Allagash Guide Service Website 
(207) 398-3418 
Email: allaguide@gmail.com

•	 Call or fill out a form on their website for rates.  
	 Both transportation and shuttle services are offered.  
•	 Allagash River canoe trips, shuttles and transportation

Other Resources
National Geographic Map 400: Allagash Wilderness 
Waterway North
AWWF: Allagash Explorer 

Maine Bureau of Parks and Lands: Allagash Wilderness 
Waterway Conditions and Alerts

Allagash Wilderness Waterway Natural History Guide 

Allagash Wilderness Waterway Guide and Map

TRIP SPECIFICATIONS

TRIP 8 
ALLAGASH RIVER

Glazier Brook

G
la

zi
er

 P
on

d 
B
ro

ok

N
o
rt

h
 B

ra
n
ch

Long  
 

Lake

Grey

Br
oo

k

Grey Pond

Gr
ey

   
  B

ro
ok

   
   

 M
ou

nt
ai

n

Shepherd Brook

Cunliffe
Lake

C
aron

Brook

Cunliffe Brook

�C
h
em

q
u

a
sa

b
am

ti
co

ok
 S

tr
ea

m

Sh
ep

he
rd

 B
ro

ok
  M

tn

Henderson Brook

Schedule      Brook

R
ound P

ond

Round Pd Mtn

Cunli�e 
Island

Sweeny Brook
Harding Brook

Whi�aker Brook

Chase    Brook

Musquacook
Deadwater

A
ll
ag

as
h
 

First Musquacook Lake

H
es

se
 B

ro
ok

Conner BrookEyelet
Pond

Grey B
rook

M
usquacook Stream

Five F inger Brook

Burntland Brook

Ram
say Broo

k

Allagash Falls
Farm Brook

Sou th Branch

North Branch

West Twin B rook
 

Gerald Bro

ok

Pelletier B
rook

St John Riv er
R

iv
er

West Bra nch

Savage B rook

Bogan B rook

�McKinnon Brook

�Ben Gl azier Brook

Nea
l B

ro
ok

Bi g B

ro
ok

Harvey 
Pond

Umsaskis Thoroughfare Bridge

Pine

Grey Brook

JalbertSam’s

Lost Popple

Long Lake Dam

Cunli�e Island

Sweeney Brook

Dam Remains

Class I

Henderson 
Brook Bridge

P

Back Channel
(2)

Squirrel Pocket

Jalberts Sporting Camps

Tower Trail

Inlet
(2)

Outlet

Round Pond Rips

Class I
Turk Island

Class I

Class I

Croque
Brook

Croque Brook

Hosea B

Five Finger Brook West

Five Finger Brook North

Fiver Finger South

S
in

cl

ai
r B

ro
ok

Deadwater South

Deadwater North Bass Brook

Cunli�e

Cunli�e Depot

Lombard Log Hauler

Ramsay Ledge
(3)

(2)

Michaud Farm

Taylor Landing

Class V+
Class II Allagash Falls

(3)

Falls Bank

McKeen Brook
(2)

Big Brook South

Big Brook North Big Brook East

Class I
McGargle Rocks

West Twin Brook Gravel Pit Twin Brooks Rapids

Eas t T win Brook

Class II

East Twin Brook
West Twin Brook

(2)

Eliza Hole Rapids
Class I

Michaud Inn
P

Class I-II

Cross Rock Rapids
Class II

Golden Rapids
Class II

Rankin Rapids

Pelletier’s Campground

Class I

Class II

Hartt Landing
P

Class I

P
Riverside Park

Fort Kent 
Blockhouse

Northern Door Inn

F
is

h
 R

iv
er

Fort Kent

Ghost Landing Bar

Depot Bar

Grew 
Island

Hunnewell
Island

Caton
Island

Wheelock 
Island

Savage
Island

Vasseur Brook

M
ill Stream

Little River

Sylvain

 Brook

Foley Brook

Grew Brook

205

161

161

MAINE 
BPL

Falls 
Brook 
Lake

Aegan Brook

Falls B
rook

Glazier Lake

St Francis River

Togue Pond

Deboullie Pond

Gardner
Pond

W
hi

tm
an

 M
tn

Garden
Mtn

DEBOULLIE

PUBLIC RESERVED LAND

ROUND POND

PUBLIC RESERVED LAND

A
L
L
A
G

A
SH W

ILD
E
R

N
E
SS W

A
T

E
R
W

A
Y

Realty Road

Ro
ck

y 
Br

oo
k 

Ro
ad Rocky B

ro
ok

Robbins Brook
Pond

Lower Horse 
Race Rapids

Horse Race
Rapids

Secon
d

 M
usquacook 

L
ake

Searway Brook

Little Musquacook Stream

Robbins Bro okCampbell 
Brook

McCluskey Brook
Twin
Pond

Sweeney
Pond

Threemile
Pond

Shepherd
Pond

Glazier Brook
Mountain

Glazier
Pond

Th

e C
orduroys

Petes
Pond

Sag
Pond

McKeen
Lake

Mink
Pond

M
ic

ha
ud

 F
ar

m
 R

oa
d

�ree 
Mile 
Island

B
ro

w
n

 B
ro

o
k

Fox Brook
Rapids

Castoma Rapids

Schoolhouse
Rapids

Fox B
rook

Popular Island
Rapids

Big
Rapids

Allagash
Pelletier 
Brook Lakes

T
h
ir

d
 P

el
le

ti
er

 B
ro

ok

Fifth Pelletier Brook

Pelletier Brook

Gardner Brook

Black
Lake

Wiggins Brook
Wesley B

rook

Wyles Brook

McLean Brook

Petit e  Brook

Thibideau Brook

Hunnewell 
Lake

Bran
Lake

Jones
 B

ro
ok

Kelly Brook

Factory Brook

Wheelock
Lake

Black
Pond

Black Brook

Spaulding
Ponds

Cam
el B

rook

Musket Brook

Rankin Brook

North Branch Rocky Brook

Black Brook

Red River

Flint Brook

McNuffy Brook

Rocky B

took

Threemile Brook

Fo urmile Broo k

Fivemile Brook

Chase Brook

Fish
River
Lake

Black
PoindBlac

k M
ountain

C
on

ne

rs 
Brook

Mud Pond

S
q
u
ir

re
l 

B
ro

ok

Musquacook Mtn

MAINE 
BPL

M
cK

een Brook

Round Pond Rips

CAN
ADA

UN
ITE
D S

TAT
ES

MAINE

NEW BRUNSWICK

Class I

(2)

START

END 

OPTIONAL 
START/END

TRIP 

8

https://www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/camping/reservations/campground_fees.shtml
https://www.northernforestcanoetrail.org/plan/north-maine-woods-penobscot-corridor-and-allagash-wilderness-waterway-land-use-and-campsite-fees/
https://www.northernforestcanoetrail.org/plan/north-maine-woods-penobscot-corridor-and-allagash-wilderness-waterway-land-use-and-campsite-fees/
https://pelletiers.mainerec.com/rates.html
https://www.allagashguideservice.com/maine-canoe-trips/allagash-river/
https://www.natgeomaps.com/ti-400-allagash-wilderness-waterway-north
https://www.natgeomaps.com/ti-400-allagash-wilderness-waterway-north
https://www.awwf.org/shop/allagash-explorer/
https://www.awwf.org/shop/allagash-explorer/
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/water_activities/aww-river-conditions.shtml
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/water_activities/aww-river-conditions.shtml
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/docs/aww_nhg.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/parksearch/PropertyGuides/PDF_GUIDE/aww-guide.pdf



